United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



I0/K2H325 



FILING DATE 



04/21/200-1 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



Yoshinori Osakabe 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



25944 7590 04/17/2008 

OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. BOX 320850 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 



WORKU, NEGUSSIE 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/828,325 


Applicant(s) 

OSAKABE, YOSHINORI 


Examiner 

NEGUSSIE WORKU 


Art Unit 

2625 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1 and 11-13 is/are rejected. 

7) [3 Claim(s) 2-10 and 14-21 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a replay to the application filed on 04/21/04, in which, claims 1-21 are 
pending. Claims 1 and 13 are independent. Claims 2-12 and 14-21 are dependent. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 05/13/04, have been 
reviewed. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 , 11-12 and 1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Ohtsu (USP 5,970,181). 
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With respect to claim 1, Ohtsu '181' discloses an image reading device (as 
shown in fig 1 and 2) comprising; an original mounting portion on which an original 
having an image region is placed (copy machine 2 of fig 1, includes platen 6, to place 
an original to be read, col.4, lines 65 through col.5, lines 1-5); an original reading unit 
movable in a reading direction for reading the image region, the image region having an 
image region length in the reading direction (original reading unit 20 of fig 1, moveable 
in a reading direction by pulse motor along the under surface of platen 6, col.5, lines 15- 
25); a movement control unit (control system of main CPU 200 of fig 4A, col. 7, lines 55- 
65) controlling the original reading unit to provide an acceleration region where the 
original reading unit accelerates from a halted state to a moving velocity, (col. 12, lines 
45-55) a constant-velocity region where the original reading unit maintains the moving 
velocity, and a deceleration region where the original reading unit decelerates from the 
moving velocity to the halted state, (col. 12, lines 35-68) the original reading unit reading 
the image region at least in the constant-velocity region, the original reading unit starting 
to decelerate at a deceleration start position that is positioned between the constant- 
velocity region and the deceleration region (as shown in fig 8a, accelecration and 
deceleration and uniform velocity is determined by control system 200 of fig 2, col. 12, 
lines 5-55); a velocity setting unit (CPU 200, set the moving starting point) setting the 
moving velocity of the original reading unit based on a specified image reading mode; 
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and a deceleration-start-position setting unit setting the deceleration start position based 
on the moving velocity set by the velocity setting unit (col.1 1, lines 25-65). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Ohtsu '181' discloses an image reading device (as 
shown in fig 1 and 2), wherein the specified image reading mode is specified from a 
plurality of predetermined modes (col. 9, lines 15-25, black/white reference plate which 
is a monochrome and color reference are pre-determined mode). 

With respect to claim 12, Ohtsu '181' discloses an image reading device (as 
shown in fig 1 and 2), wherein the plurality of predetermined modes includes a plurality 
of monochrome modes having different resolutions in a scanner function, a plurality of 
color modes having different resolutions in the scanner function, (col. 9, lines 15-25, 
black/white reference plate which is a monochrome and color reference are pre- 
determined mode), a mode corresponding to a copy function, (copy machine 2 of fig 1) 
and a plurality of modes corresponding to original image types and resolutions in a 
facsimile function (col. 9, lines 15-25, black/white reference plate which is a 
monochrome and color reference are pre-determined mode). 

With respect to claim 13, Ohtsu '181' discloses an image reading device (as 
shown in fig 1 and 2) comprising; an original mounting portion on which an original 
having an image region is placed (copy machine 2 of fig 1, includes platen 6, to place 
an original to be read, col.4, lines 65 through col.5, lines 1-5); an original reading unit 
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movable in a reading direction for reading the image region, the image region having an 
image region length in the reading direction (original reading unit 20 of fig 1, moveable 
in a reading direction by pulse motor along the under surface of platen 6, col. 5, lines 15- 
25); a movement control unit (control system of main CPU 200 of fig 4A, col. 7, lines 55- 
65) controlling the original reading unit to provide an acceleration region where the 
original reading unit accelerates from a halted state to a moving velocity, (col. 12, lines 
45-55) a constant-velocity region where the original reading unit maintains the moving 
velocity, and a deceleration region where the original reading unit decelerates from the 
moving velocity to the halted state, (col. 12, lines 35-68) the original reading unit reading 
the image region at least in the constant-velocity region, the original reading unit starting 
to decelerate at a deceleration start position that is positioned between the constant- 
velocity region and the deceleration region (as shown in fig 8a, acceleration and 
deceleration and uniform velocity is determined by control system 200 of fig 2, col. 12, 
lines 5-55); a velocity setting unit (CPU 200, set the moving starting point) setting the 
moving velocity of the original reading unit based on a specified image reading mode; 
and a deceleration-start-position setting unit setting the deceleration start position based 
on the moving velocity set by the velocity setting unit (col. 11, lines 25-65). 



Claims Objected to having Allowable subject matter 

6. Claims 2-10 and 14-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Claims 2 through 10 are allowed for the reason the prior art searched and of 
record neither anticipates nor suggests the image reading device, further comprising a 
region-length acquisition unit acquiring the image region length, wherein the 
deceleration-start-position setting unit s includes a velocity comparison unit comparing 
the moving velocity set by the velocity setting unit with a reference velocity, thereby 
obtaining a comparison result; and wherein, if the velocity comparison unit has obtained 
the comparison result that the moving velocity set by the velocity setting unit is greater 
than the reference velocity, the deceleration-start-position setting unit sets the 
deceleration start position to one of a position within the image region and a position 
immediately downstream of the image region in the reading direction, depending on the 
image region length and the moving velocity set by the velocity setting unit. 

Claims 14 through 21 are allowed for the reason the prior art searched and of 
record neither anticipates nor suggests the image reading device, wherein the 
deceleration-start-position setting unit includes a region-length comparison unit 
comparing the image region length with a reference region length, thereby obtaining a 
comparison result; and wherein the deceleration-start-position setting unit sets the 
deceleration start position to one of a position within the image region and a position 
immediately downstream of the image region in the reading direction, depending on the 
comparison result of the region-length comparison unit. 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEGUSSIE WORKU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9A-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Negussie Worku/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



